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THE
NATURE AND ATTRlBUTES
OF GOD. -

ACCORDING TO THE SHASTRAS

Do the Shastras teach idol-worship and
anthropomorphism ? Let them answer for
themselves:— ' .
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He can be called neither two, ncr threée,
nor four. He can be called neither five, nor
six, nor seven. He can be called neitner eight,
nor nine, nor ten. The entire universe is His.
He is marvellously patient. He is One and
One only. He is the one and only support of
all. The universe rests in Him and Him only.

R TATET TR QN A wGAr F MAr |



(4

WA= | HraTIFAY AAAiEeg qUAA MEY-
TIEEAT TAIRF U TIH o Q1 4
Thou alone, O God, art our lord and
master. There is node worthy of our homage
beside -Thee. Thou art all-light. Thou art
incorporeal and untsngible. Thou wast never
born, nor shalt Thou be ever born., Thou
pervadest eternally every place in the uni-
verse. Thou art’the repository "of all energy
and-of all power and prospe-ity. Thou alone
‘ean fulfil cur desires. Thee alone we wor-
ship and adore. :
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He to whom true obedience consists in a
rxgorous observance of truth in thought,word,
and deed, who.is the preserver and protector
of man, to whom all prayer for protection
should be addressed, who is the creator of
the sun and all other - luminous bodies, - whe
is. unborn,— He has no hkeness or image, O
measurement. g
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The Supreme” Being is fearless, immutan-
ble, and uniform. He is One and One only.
He surpasses the mind in vigour and energy.
The senses cannot perceive Him. He pre-
exists in every conceivable locality. Though
immovable in His own nature, He evades the
grasp of the subtle mind and the senses over,
which it presides. Energized by Him man acts.
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U'tter misery aod suffering, the result of
ignorance, shall be the portion of thise who
worship the primal atom as the efficient cause
of the universe, but to far greiter misery shall.
assuredly be consigned those who worship visible
objects sprung jfrom atoms.
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The Supreme Being pervades the entire
universe even as space. Heis of infinite
might and the ereator ofall. Heis incorporeal
and exempt from birth and death, He is
indivisible and impenetrable by the minutest
conceivable object. He is {ree from the bonds
of nérves and muscles, He is holy and above
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every phase of ignorance. He is free from
sin and every sinful desire. He is omniscient
and privy to our inmost thoughts, He pre-
sides over all, is self-existent. and the efficient
cause of the universe. He reveals to His
eternal subjects the knowledge of the Vedas
in the beginaing of every creation.
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He who is indescribable by speech, and by
whose power speech is enabled to perform its
legitimate functions,~even He is the Supreme
Being; know Him, O inquirer,to be the Brah-
ma. The subject of language which the people
may worship is not the Supreme Being
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He who does not think with the aid of a
mind, and to whom, the wise declare, the
true nature of the wind is known,— even He
is the Supreme Being; know Him,0 inquirer,
to be the Brahma, The mind, which may
be an object of homage-to man, 1s not the
Supreme Being.
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He who dose not see with the aid ot
the eye, and by whose power man perceives
the objects of vision, even He is the Suprente
Being; know Him, O inquirer, to be the
Brahma, The visible objects which may com-
mand man’s homage are not the Supreme
Being.

T@amaw}%ﬁﬂwﬁﬁr@aq |
aiaFEca fAIgAEaEYaITEd K Ko ugu °

He who does not hear by means of the
ear and by whose pawer the ear is enabled to
perform its legitimate functions,—even He
is the Supreme Being; know Him,0 inquirer,
t» bo the Brahma. The subject of the organ
of hearing,which may be an object of homaO‘e
to man, is not the Supreme Being.
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He who is not sustained by the vital airs,
and by whose power the vital airs perform
their legitimate fanctions,—even He is the
Supreme B-ing; know Hwm, O inquirer, to
be the Brahma  The animate objects, which
may command man’s homage,are not the Su-
preme Being,
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The Supreme Being hag no cause, nor is.
He the material cause of anything. . Thers
is none like (equal to; Him, nor is there any
one superior to Him. He is most - exalted.
He is infinite in knowledye, infinite in energy,
and ivfinite in action, and He is so inherently.
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There is nothing superior to Him in the
universe, nor is He ruled over by any cne.
He is the efficient cause of allyand has no
symb>l ar likeness. He is the Lord of the
lords of the organs. He is unborn and there
is none superi r to Him,
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The Suprems Being endows the organs
with power to perform their appointed fune-~
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;jons, but He has no organs Himself. Hc it
;he Lord and Master of all. He is adorable
wd the greatest of all.
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He has no hands, but He grasps; no feet
but He moves; no eyes, but He sees all; n
ears, but He hears everything; no mind, bu
He knows the whole universe. He ic unknow

able as He is {2 e, in His infinity ). He i
the primeval Being, the most exalted, all-per

vading Spirit.
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He is above the reach of the eye, speecl
and all other organs. He cannot be realize
by austerities or works only. The man o

pure, refined inteliect perceives Him by h
calm, sure light of true knowledge.
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, Tﬁe ‘All=wise being: is:unborn,-and neitker
does He'die. ‘He has nbdt-sprung from:any~-r-
thirg, mor has anything spring from* Him.
Hende *H_?e:-]’is causeless; unchangeable, eternal
and“ancieit * e 'doe$ not perish’ thh the.
dissolution of the body.
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Thé”Supreme Bemg i¢' immaterial. " He
pervades’the bodies.of all 8ntient - éreaturts.~
The sages who Tealize the' gﬂorlous boundless
audfal]pevvadmd Being; never grieve.-«
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Thé Snpreme Befng i above the’ grasp S
of the' faculty of speech of feeimq, of "visiom, "
of tasté"and smell ‘He 15 1mp~er1shable,etema,} :
unbegmnmg, and w1thout end..He is superlor .
to the" pi‘lmal alsom; 4,,W’ hoever reahzes Hun .
is released from the Ja,ws of death
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Yrakriti, (the material cause.of tho umverse) f‘
{e'interpervades all and is entirely« Unsytn-.
olical. - The man, who realizes this all-pers"
‘ading Spirit, obtains liberation- and . attains;
o bliss'enduring.
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His substance is not cognizable.by - sight,
to one can see Him with the eye: He is per-
eivable by ‘the heart-seatedpure and pene-
rating intellect. Those who know Him attaia
;eavtitude; ;
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He'to whom the mind':dannot' conceive
in His infinity),whose essenceseludes: the'ex-’
iernal organs;who has ne visible' parts; “who"
xists-frome eternity, even-He; the soul' of all-
Beifigs; whoth no ‘one can-comprehad, shone
orth'in persen.:
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“But he must - consider the supreme om-
nipresent Intelligence as the sovereign Lord
of them all,by whose energy alone they exist; -
a Spirit by no means the object of any sense,
which can only. be conceived by a mind wholly
abstracted from matter and asit were slum-
bering; but which for the purpose of assisting
his medltatlons he may imagine more subtle
than the finest conceivable essence and bright-
er than the purest gold”
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Those who worship objects, made of clay,.
stones minerals, wood and so forth, as God,
are creatures of ignorance, who never obtain
peace of mind;but ate éver subject to misery.
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From the foi'egoing quotations it is clear
that the Vedas and all other true Aryan
" Shastras denounce idolatry and the doctrine
of incarnation in the strongest terms. Let
all true Aryas, thedescendants of-the ancient
sages of wide-world fame,the first expounders .
of Revelation and the greatest teachers of
mankind, follow the Truth only and shun
mythology (the Puranas)-even as poisem. - -







ARYAN DECALOGUE.
1-God is the original cause of all true know.
- ledge and of the things made known by it
2-The Supreme Being is true, intelligent
happy, without begining, almighty, jus
merciful, unborn, infinite, unchangeable
incomparable, all-supporting, all-governiug
~ all-pervading, omniscient, undecaying, im.
mortal,fearless,eternal, holy and the makex
of universe. He alone is to be worshipped.

8-The Vedas are the books of trueknowledge,
It is the duty of ali the Aryas to read,
teach and recite them.

4-All-persons ought tobe ever ready toaccept
truth and reject untruth.

5--All actions ought to be done conformably
to virtue ¢ e.,after a thorough consideration
of right and wrong.

6-The principal object of the Arya Samaj is
to good to the world, 1. e., to contribute to
the physical, mental and social improve-
ment of all.

7-All ought to be treated with love, justice,
and due regard to their merits.

8-Ignorance ought to be dispelled and know-
ledge diffused. _

9-None ought to be contented with his own
good alone; but everybody ought to regard
one’s own prosperity as included in that
of others.

10-All persons ought to be bound by laws

beneficial to the whole society; but they
are at liberty to %ﬁersonal matters,
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