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CANONS AND RULES FOR THE STUDY AND INTERPRE.
' TATION OF THE VEDAS.

Before I make an attempt to lay down these canons, I am
bound to state that I have no presumption of originality on
these points. I have only arranged in a systematic order what
is to be found in the learned authorities on the subject in a scat-
tered form. Moreover, these will be only a few of the many
which they have established. I do not and can not for a mo-
ment say that these are the only methods. The study of the works
of the Vedavettas will, I hope, widen my knowledge as 1
advance in my researches. And so I will advise every one
who wants to have a thorough knowledge of these canons. tc
study the larger works of Swami Dayanand, and Pandit Guru
Datta, and finally of the well-known and immortal orginators
of the Vedic Grammar and Vocabulary (i.e., Panni, Patanjali,
Yasak, &c.)

The following are the most important points for the con-
sideration of those who bave a mind to study and translate the
Vedas :—

I. “Language, like all other things that live or are of
organised growth is subject to constant variations depending
partly on the laws of development of phonetic organs, partly on
external circumstances of fusion and introduction of foreign
languages, and partly on the laws of the evolution of human
thought itself. Owing to this and many other causes, all livina
languages are daily undergoing changes, which accumnlate
and after a sufficiently long interval appear to have created very
different, though cognate languages. Any thing, thought or
philosophical system, that is invested with linguistic garb
therefore requires for its correct interpretation that the laws
which govern those linguistic variations, and the variations of the
sense of words should be carefully studied. Otherwise, our in-
terpretation wounld suffer from misconception, and anachronism.
To take a concrete example, let us consider the case of the
Roman Republic. In the times of the Roman Republic, when
public press was unknown, newspapers unheard of, locomotive
engines undreamt of, and other means that engender or facilitate
the communication of indelible impressions of human thought or
reason unthought of, and when Forum was the only place of
resort for all audience, and oratory had a totally different
meaning, the Senate signified a different institution from what it
now does. Republic or democracy of the people—the people then
existing—was what would be to us something like oligarchy,
though still very different from it in many essential features. Now
a reader studying the literature of the period corresponding to
Roman Republic, would find his information of that period n-
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in his studies, the words Democracy, Republic and the like,
were to call forth before his mind what they now signify.
Such a knowledge would be inconsistent with itself, a medley
of two epochs, and would be such as on critical examination
would be termed sheer nonsense. Now let us come directly to
tie Vedas. Shatpatha, and Nirukta, are confessedly books of
much anterior date to the modern commentaries. Are the
authors of the Nirukta, the Nighantu, the Mahabhashya, and
other old commentators at one with the modern commentators,
or are they at variance with the modern writers? That, if they
differ® reliance must be placed upon old commentators.

II. Now Yasaka, the author of Nirukta, lays down that the
Vedic terms are all Yaugik.t On the authority of Nirukta,
Patanjali (the commentator of Panni, the father and founder of
the Science of Grammarand Philology,) quotesin his Mahabhashya
the same opinion, and distinguishes the Vedic terms from Rurhi
terms by the designation of ¢Naigama. All the Rishis and
Ifunis, ancient authors and commentators without exception,
regard Vedic terms to be Yaugitas and Yoga-rurhis only; and
the Laukika terms to be Rurhi also.

Even Professor Max Miller, in his mythological moods, is
compelled to confess at least concerning certain portion of the
Vedas that their words are Yaugika. Sayshe “Bub there is a
charm in these primitive straing discoverable in no other class

F)f poetry. Every word retains something of its radical meaning,
every epithet tells; every thought, in spite of the most intricate
and abrupt expressions, is, if we once disentangle it, true,
correct, and complete.” v

Further on, says Max Miiller, ¢ Names are to be found
in the Vedas as it were in a still fluid state. They never appear
as appellations nor yet as proper names; they are organic, not yet
broken or smoothed down.” §

III. “Itis well known that ancient languages are parti-
cularly rich in synonymns, or to speak more correctly, that in
them the same object is called by many names, are, in fact,

*They do differ is a point which can be easily settled by seeing and studying
the examples from these commentators given in Swamiji's Rigveda Bhashya
Bhumika and Guru Dutta’s Vedic Magazines Nos. 2 and 8. The simple fact that
these commentators take their hold upon the Grammars (like Laghukaumudi)
and Vocabnlaries (like Amarkosha &e.) of the modern language is sufficient to

| prove these translations to be vain and fallacious.

+ The terms are yaugika, yoga-rurhi and rurki only. For a full explanation of
these see the Vedanga Prakash of Swamiji and ‘Terminology of the Vedas by
Guru Dutta.)

4 History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, pp. 553,

[N B -3¢ REURURE 4
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polynymus. While in modern languages most objects have
one name only, we find in ancient Sanskrit, in ancient Greek and
Arabic, a large choice of words for the same object. Each name
could express one side only of whatever had to be named, and
not satisfied with one partial name, the early framers of language
produced one name after the other, and after a time rvetained
those which seemed most useful for special purposes. Thus
the sky might be called not only the brilliant but the dark,
the covering, the thundering, the rain-giving.”’*

Even, in the face of these facts, Huropean scholars are so
very reluctant to leave their pre-conceived notions, that they
will assert that there was,a plain direction in the Vedas to the
effect that the Almighty God was called by different names.
He is called Agni, (expressing oneside or one attribute only of
whatever had to be named), the illuminator of all and the
source of light. He is called Vishnu (the omni-present and
omniscient, and so on. How do these scholars ignore this fact
while translating the Vedas is quite unintelligible to me. If this
above quoted fact be borne in mind, I think, there will be no
difficulty in arriving at the conclusion that the Vedic religion
is monotheism pure and simple.

IV. “In the discussion of philosophical subjects, pre-con-
ceived notions are the worst enemies to encounter. They not
only prejudicially bias the mind, but also take away that truth-
fulness and honest integrity from the soul, which alone are
compatible with the righteous pursuit and discernment of Truth.
In the treatment of a question suckh as the estimation of the value
of a system of plalosophy or religion, extreme sobriety and imparti-
ality of the mind are required.”

V. *Nor is it to be supposed that a religious or philosophi-
cal system can be at once mastered by a mere acquaintance with
grammar and language. It is necessary that the mind should,
by an adequate previous discipline, be raised to an exalted
mental condition, before the recondite and invisible truths of
man and nature can be comprehended. So is it with the Vedic
philosophy. The Rishis, Munis, and all the Vedic commentators
have, therefore, unanimously declared that before a man can lay

sclaims to a rational interpretation of the Vedas he must be ¢
:omplete master of the science of ortheepy (Shiksha), the science
}f language (Vyakarana), the science of etymology (Nirukta)
‘he science of morals (Kalpa), the science of poetry (Chhanda)
ind the science of Geology and Astronomy (Jyotish).t Hi

* Max Miller’s Lectures on the Science of Beligion, pp, 276-277,
* The well-known six Vedaneas,
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must be well versed in the philosophy of Dharma (Purva
Mimansa), the philosophy of characteristics (Vaisheshika),
{(Nyaya) the doctrines of the logic or the science of evidence,
(Sankhya) the philosophy of essential existences, (Yoga) the
philosophy of Yoga, (Vedanta) and the philosophy of the Vedanta.*
He must have thoroughly studied the Upvedas, the Upanishads
and the Brahmanas,

VI. The most simple fact that words in every language
have many different, and distinct meanings, should not be igno-
red. In translating, always such meaning should only be
attached to a word, as suit the sense and the sequenceof the sen-
tence. It can be bestillustrated by an example. The word khalifa
in the Persian and Urdua lanuguages means :—prophet, successor
to a prophet, king, successor to a king, monitor, teacher, precep-
tor, barber, tailor, washerman, and so on. Now, if one and one
only (let us take the meaning teacher) be thought to be the mean-
ing of this word in every sentence that occurs in a Persian book
dealing with the accounts of kings, prophets, preceptors, and
others, would it convey any meaning ? There is a verse ‘In the
beginning there was word, and word was with God and word
was God.” Now ordinarily word means ‘a term composed of
more than one letter. If this ordinary meaning of the word
¢word’ be taken what will the verse mean? It will mean, *“In
the beginning there was a term composed of more than one letter,
this term composed of more than one letter was with God, and
this term was God.” This sort of interpretations have been
actually given for the Vedic hymns by the Enropean Scholars.

VII. 1f what has just now been stated be well remembered,
the so often quoted objection ‘ that (1) there is great repetition
in the Vedas and (2) “there is only one original Veda, (the Rig)
and all the other three Vedas are only composed from extracts
out of that one Veda, will be easy to answer. It should be
borne in mind that as cne word conveys many different mean-
wngs according to the sense and sequence of the sentence in
which it occurs, so likewise a sentence conveys different mean-
ings according to the account or point under discussion in
a book. The same word occurring in a book dealing with
eleciricity and lightning may mean electricity and lighting
while occurring 1n a book dealing with horse breeding 1t may
mean a horse. It rather speaks in favour of the poet or th
compiler of a book that he has so few sentences, and so fer
words while he conveys or mentions, so many truths and present
so many points.

* The well-known six upangas
PATPAT BRAYT Vwinvaveru
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