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Oxlord, 13th September | 396,

My frienda,

My hair has loog ago turoed white uod L bave scen the children nay to enter the
Asharama of Saoyasa.

But thuugh 1 long for reat and feace, I receive so many letters, not only from Epgland,
France, Germany, Uoly, boi from America, and puriiculacly, lrowm Indi that | shoald
literally have no dime left to my self the #lioje day, if T were lo utiempet to aoswer them
ull,  Stilf; wlhen T received your first letler I read jt carefully and even began to ansuier it
bul ufterwards I could not find it sguio #f Lud sloun it must huve warrisd it away. I confess
however thut I fedt al the rime what T feel cven now, that you with vaur intimate knowledge
of the Shustras, sre far better judges than T am as 1o the originel purpose of the Sharaddha.

You find some thing like your Sharaddha among other Aryan Natloos also.

In facl aneestorworslip is found atong ofher nations also, who do nol speak Atyan
Langurges. 1t atose simply [rom u very natarzl human felling to L.-;ive up scme thiog that
is dewr 1o us, to (hose who were deur (o us and are no looger among us, jusl as (he bow
and nacrficial wessels were thrown on the funcral piles to be burnt with (he body of the
deceased.

The question whether the deparied would come back to take und eac the pindas wss
never asked i€ was coough (o have given them und thus to have hoooured the memory of
our parents, grand parcnls, and greal grand pareats, as 1hese offeriogs wers made originally
at times when the remaining members of a family were gathered @t a meal, che Jiving also
pastook of the meuls offéred.

Or disuibuted them {0 wortby prople, Henee the Shruddba waa boilh for the departed
und for the survivors,  Very soon however, supeniilion cuine on and people parsuaded them-
selves {hat the depurted spiriss returned in @ bodily shape to eanh, ta partake of the offar-
iops, and than the scoffers began 1o say (bat those Shraddaas were ubsured because the
depatted spirits were ncver seen o conseme them or benefit by them,

In this way supcratition always creates tae sceplicism of 1he Nastiks.
You get a very good definution of Shraddba in the Nirnaya Sindbu,  There marichi

SUFS,
57 fy'e fafeen oo afewawmer: ¢
wgA AmE A= awgre qtuifaes
To the same place it is stated that the Yejor Vedus looked upon the Shruddba as ‘Pind
Davam, the Rig Vedas a3 Dyijarcha S:2m Vedas as both ¢



vowat fovger § Tg.amt fmida o
Mg AR angvd wreafmm o

I hold that in this case the Sama Vedas weve righl and that the Shraddha was meant
both as am honorable offering tu the "Meitas” and as en bonor to the living, particularly of
the Dwijas who came 1o assist at the Shraddhy,

These gifts should be bestowed oa neur relatives and fricads aod 1 my self, us having
studied the Vedus, have frequently received such Shraddbu gifts from India, though I was
not born in “Arya Varta'.

Now | moust close my [efter Leing very husy, aod ] remaio your fiiend und very distant
Sa{)inda.

{8d.) F. Mas-Muiler.
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